
 

 ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA 
 

 

County Manager:  _____________ 

County Board Agenda Item 
Meeting of July 19, 2008  

 
 
DATE:  June 25, 2008.  
 
SUBJECT:  Approval of a Deed of Temporary Easement and Construction Agreement for a 
Department of Environmental Services Project on the Property Located at 3227 North George 
Mason Drive, RPC # 02022016. 
 
C. M. RECOMMENDATION:   
 

1. Approve the attached Deed of Temporary Easement and Construction Agreement (the 
“Deed”) between Christopher E. Crittenden and Sherry R. Crittenden, husband and wife 
(the “Owner”), and the County Board of Arlington County, Virginia, for the acquisition 
of a temporary easement on a portion of the property located at 3227 North George 
Mason Drive (the “Property”), RPC # 02022016; and  

 
2. Authorize the Real Estate Bureau Chief, or his designee, to accept, on behalf of the 

County Board, a Deed of Temporary Easement and Construction Agreement, attached 
hereto as Exhibit 1, for the acquisition of a temporary easement on a portion of the 
property known as 3227 North George Mason, subject to approval as to form of all 
documents by the County Attorney. 

 
ISSUE:  The County Board must approve all temporary deeds of easement that are acquired for 
more than nominal consideration.   
 
SUMMARY:  This is a request for County Board approval and acceptance of a Deed required 
for a temporary easement for construction access, over the subject Property, necessary for 
construction of a concrete culvert and channel project.  The temporary easement area would 
provide construction access to enter the Little Pimmit Run drainage channel between 
Williamsburg Boulevard and Little Falls Road.  This access would allow for timely and, 
therefore, cost efficient construction of the proposed culvert and channel.  The proposed culvert 
and channel project is known as “Williamsburg Boulevard Culvert Replacement and Little 
Pimmit Run Channel Improvements” (the “Project”).   
 
BACKGROUND:  This Deed is required for completion of the Project for improved flood 
control between Little Falls Road and Williamsburg Boulevard.  The Project is designed to 
replace the structurally deficient culvert beneath Williamsburg Boulevard with a new culvert.  
The new culvert will also have greater water volume capacity than the structurally deficient 

 
County Attorney:  _____________ 
 
Staff:  Troy Harris, DES, Real Estate Bureau 
 



 
 

 
culvert.  The Project is designed to replace the existing deteriorated concrete channel with a new 
channel.  
 
The results of this Project would reduce flood elevations at Williamsburg Boulevard by 
approximately 1.5 to 3.5 feet.  It would reduce flood elevations at Little Falls Road by 
approximately 1.5 to 2.0 feet.  The completion of this Project, in conjunction with the Old 
Dominion Drive Culvert Replacement, which was just finished, will remove 16 homes from the 
100-year floodplain and reduce flood risks to several additional homes. 
 
DISCUSSION:  Once the Deed is approved, the County will have construction access rights to 
the Little Pimmit Run channel via North George Mason Drive.  This access route is a mid-block 
location between Williamsburg Boulevard and Little Falls Road.  This access route is also 
desirable in that it is a level and unobstructed route that transitions into the Little Pimmit Run 
channel.  Therefore, its topography is suitably adapted to the construction vehicles requiring 
channel access.  Without the access, the County would be restricted to narrow access points 
around the Williamsburg Boulevard and Little Falls Road culverts.  Completion of the Project 
will be more efficient, economical, timely, and less disruptive to the community with the 
temporary access rights which the Deed provides.      
 
The Owner of the Property has already signed the attached Deed for consideration in the amount 
of $11,396.00.  The County’s usual practice is to accept such deeds by owner donation.  
However, this temporary easement would provide for construction access over the duration of 
the Project and use the property Owner’s rear and side yards for 7 to 9 months.  Most of the 
temporary easements obtained by the County last no longer than a month, and extend along a 
small portion of frontage only.  Therefore, Staff recommends that compensation in the amount of 
$11,396.00 be paid for the Deed.  The proposed acquisition amount of $11,396.00 is derived 
from the County’s 2008 assessment of the Owner’s land value and based upon an appropriate 
rate of return by discounting the assessed land value for 7 to 9 months of use.   
 
Although the Deed has been signed by the Owner, the Deed must be accepted by, or on behalf 
of, the County Board in order to be valid.  A vicinity map showing the location of the Property 
and temporary easement is attached hereto as Exhibit 2. 
 
The Deed also includes a plan sheet, which shows the Property, the real property code, the 
project name, and the construction notes related to the temporary easement area.  The Deed’s 
plan sheet is entitled and described as follows below:    
 

• Plan Entitled "Partial Plan View of Temporary Construction Easement Plan, 
Williamsburg Boulevard Culvert Replacement and Little Pimmit Run Channel 
Improvements from Williamsburg Boulevard to Little Falls Road," dated June 7, 2007, 
revised May 31, 2008, and revised June 7, 2008 - Project No. 314.43527.S04/S08D – 
RPC No. 02022016 – 3227 North George Mason Drive.  The area of the temporary 
easement is 3,237 square feet.          

FISCAL IMPACT:  Compensation in the amount of $11,396.00 is to be paid for the property 
interests herein described.  The funds have been appropriated and are available from the 
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previously approved Street and Highway Bond (Fund 314, Cost Center 43527 & Source of 
Funds S04), Project Number S08D.                                                                                                                            
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Exhibit 2 
 

 
 

Vicinity Map 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Williamsburg Boulevard Culvert Replacement and Little Pimmit Run Channel 
Improvements 

Project 314.43527.S04/S08D 
Channel Access & Channel Construction  

Labels on this schematic indicates the location of the temporary easement   
Deed of Temporary Easement and Construction Agreement  

 
 
 
 

June 25, 2008   
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