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County Board Consent Agenda Item 
Meeting of July 19, 2008 

 
 
 
DATE: June 26, 2008  
 
SUBJECT: Approve an Award of a Contract for the Construction of a De-icing Salt Storage 

Facility at the Arlington County Trades Center located at 4301 29th Street South 
                     Invitation to Bid No. 282-08 
                      
 
C. M. RECOMMENDATIONS:  
 

1. Approve the award of a contract for the construction of the De-icing Salt Storage 
Facility at the Arlington County Trades Center located at 4301 29th Street South, to 
Dome Corporation of North America, in the amount of $ 448,900.00 and authorize an 
allocation of $ 44,890.00 as a contingency for change orders and increased quantities.  
The total project authorization is therefore $ 493,790.00. 

 
2.   Authorize the Purchasing Agent to execute the contract documents subject to review 

by the County Attorney. 
 
  
ISSUES: Should the County award a contract to the lowest responsible and responsive bidder for 

the construction of the De-icing Salt Storage Facility at the Arlington County Trades 
Center? 

 
SUMMARY:  This project consists of the construction of a new roadway salt storage facility at 
the Arlington County Trades Center, located at 4301 29th Street South to replace an existing 
storage facility.  The existing structure has significant structural deficiencies and is slated for 
demolition prior to the construction of this replacement facility. 
 
BACKGROUND:  The proposed replacement structure for roadway salt storage is located at the 
Arlington County Trades Center which for over 50 years has been the primary work site for a 
variety of vital urban services ranging from streets maintenance and snow plowing, repairing the 
County and Schools’ light and heavy vehicles, training fire fighters, and engineering traffic signs 
and signals. The Trade Center is the staging site for the physical activity demanded by an urban 
community.  There are also a variety of light and heavy industrial uses at the Trade Center 
including, among others, parking trucks and buses, crushing rock, grinding leaves, and 
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warehousing and storing materials to support water and sewer maintenance as well as storage of 
salt and sand for winter roadway maintenance. The convenience of having these multiple 
services in one location allows for staff to efficiently and effectively fulfill these varied 
programs.  
 
The existing salt dome was constructed with reinforced concrete with a 2’ to 3’ high base 
constructed with 18” thick segmented walls.   A 6” thick concrete dome bears on the segmented 
walls.  The dome is approximately 30’ high in the center.  A consultant engineer’s report on the 
existing facility concluded that it should be closed and demolished and was beyond repair or 
rehabilitation. This contract will replace the existing dome with an up to date facility that stores 
an adequate volume of salt and sand for existing and future uses, improve operations and better 
utilize the space available.  The new storage facility will be rectangular 60 feet x 108 feet with a 
40 foot maximum height, located in the same location as the existing dome, but with a somewhat 
different footprint. 
 
The low bidder is required to construct a new facility in time for the 2008-2009 winter snow 
season. In order to meet this tight deadline, the construction process must start as soon as 
possible or risk pushing the construction into the next calendar year.  The proposed salt storage 
facility is consistent with the existing zoning of  ”P-S” Public Service Districts for the parcel on 
which it will be located. 
 
 
 
DISCUSSION:  The Purchasing Agent received the following responsive bids on July 8, 2008, 
at 3:30 p.m.: 
 
  Bidders      Bid Amount 
       
      Dome Corporation of North America     $ 448,900.00 
      Dynamic Corporation      $ 998,000.00    
 
 
 
The low bidder, Dome Corporation of North America, was found to be a responsible bidder and 
the bid submitted was found to be responsive to the Invitation to Bid #282-08.  The bid amounts 
received are consistent with the engineer’s estimate and the low bid is less than the engineer’s 
estimate. 
 
A contingency fund of $ 44,890.00 is recommended for any necessary change orders and 
increased quantities.  Therefore, the total project authorization is $ 493,790.00. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  Capital funding in the amount of $300,000 has already been set aside in a 
Pay-As-You-Go capital funding account (313.437405.43563.SDW1.0000.0000).  Funding for 
the balance will be provided from unexpended 2006 Emergency Infrastructure Bond. 


