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County Board Agenda Item  
Meeting of October 18, 2008 

 
 
 
DATE:  October 1, 2008 
 
SUBJECT:  Approval and Acceptance of a Deed of Easement from the Board of Trustees of 
Dominion Hills Area Civic Association and Virginia Hospital Center Arlington Health System to 
the County Board of Arlington County, Virginia, for Public Park, Public Recreation, Public 
Playground, Related Public Purposes, and Access Thereto over Real Property Known as Mace 
Park, RPC No. 12015003. 
 
 
C. M. RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 

1. Approve the attached Deed of Easement (“Easement”) from Bernard R. Hyde, Jr., 
Trustee, Emilie B. Standish, Trustee and Charles Bittenbring, Trustee, as Board of 
Trustees of Dominion Hills Area Civic Association (“Dominion Hills”) and Virginia 
Hospital Center Arlington Health System to the County Board of Arlington County, 
Virginia (“Board”), for an Easement for Public Park, Public Recreation, Public 
Playground, Related Public Purposes, and Access Thereto over Real Property Known as 
Mace Park, RPC No. 12015003. 

 
2. Authorize the Real Estate Bureau Chief, Engineering and Capital Projects Division, 

Department of Environmental Services, to accept, on behalf of the County Board, the 
Easement, subject to approval as to form by the County Attorney. 

 
ISSUES:  As a prerequisite to the use of previously approved County funds to renovate the 
privately owned Mace Park, the County requires that it have a legal interest in the property.  
Therefore, Dominion Hills must grant the Easement to the County before such renovations can 
proceed.  There are no issues identified with this request.   
 
SUMMARY:  Because Mace Park is privately owned by Dominion Hills, before the redesign 
and renovations to Mace Park under the Neighborhood Conservation Program can begin, 
Dominion Hills must grant the Easement, attached hereto as Exhibit A, to the County.   
 
BACKGROUND:  At its meeting on February 25, 2006, the Board approved the use of 
$327,000 in Neighborhood Conservation Bond Fund money to redesign and renovate Mace Park.  
Mace Park is privately owned by Dominion Hills.  As a prerequisite to the use of public funds to 
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renovate parks, the County requires that it have a legal interest in the property where the park is 
located.  Therefore, Dominion Hills must grant the County a public park easement before the 
Neighborhood Conservation Bond Fund money can be used for such redesign and renovation.    
 
DISCUSSION:  The Easement from Dominion Hills grants the County an easement for public 
park, public recreation, public playground, related public purposes, and access thereto, on, over, 
across, through and under Mace Park, which is located in the Dominion Hills neighborhood 
between Patrick Henry Drive and North Liberty Street.  (See Vicinity Map, attached as Exhibit 
B).  The area of the Easement is set forth on the plat attached to the Easement as Exhibit A, 
entitled “Boundary Survey, Lots 40A, 41A & 42A, Dominion Hills, D.B. 684, PG. 349, and Lots 
75, 76 & 77, Section Two, Dominion Hills, D.B. 714, PG. 133, Arlington County, Virginia,” 
prepared by Robert L. Franca, dated April 7, 2006.  In addition, the Easement grants the County 
and its employees and contractors the right to design, acquire, construct and install certain 
designated recreational improvements in Mace Park.  After installation, the improvements will 
belong to Dominion Hills, which will be responsible for the inspection, maintenance and repair 
of such improvements.  (Easement, Section 5).  The County must give prior written permission 
for removal or alteration of the improvements, unless there is a danger to health, safety and 
welfare.  (Easement, Section 6). 
 
The Easement contains a list of Rules and Regulations that govern the use of Mace Park and 
minimum maintenance standards for the Easement area.  The Easement terminates fifteen (15) 
years after the effective date of the Easement, or six (6) months after notice of termination given 
by either the County or Dominion Hills upon conditions specified in the Easement.  If the 
Easement is terminated by Dominion Hills before fifteen (15) years, then the Easement contains 
a written sliding schedule for repayment by Dominion Hills of the costs of the improvements and 
the installation.  The Easement also contains a provision requiring Dominion Hills to maintain 
comprehensive general liability insurance, naming the County, its elected and appointed officers, 
officials, employees and agents as additional insured.  Virginia Hospital Center Arlington Health 
System has a contingent future interest in the property upon which the Easement is located.  The 
Hospital joins in the Easement to consent to it and to waive various rights arising out of the 
granting of the Easement. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  None. 
 
CONCLUSION:  It is recommended that the County Board approve the Deed of Easement from 
Bernard R. Hyde, Jr., Trustee, Emilie B. Standish, Trustee and Charles Bittenbring, Trustee, as 
Board of Trustees of Dominion Hills Area Civic Association (“Dominion Hills”) and Virginia 
Hospital Center Arlington Health System to the County Board of Arlington County, Virginia 
(“Board”), for an Easement for Public Park, Public Recreation, Public Playground, Related 
Public Purposes, and Access Thereto for Real Property Known as Mace Park, RPC No. 
12015003 and authorize the Real Estate Bureau Chief, Engineering and Capital Projects 
Division, Department of Environmental Services, to accept, on behalf of the County Board, the 
Easement, subject to approval as to form by the County Attorney. 
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VICINITY MAP 
MACE PARK 

 
 

 
 

 

  


