
  

 
County Manager:  _____________ 
 
County Attorney:  _____________ 
 
Staff:  Nilesh Naikare, DES, Engineering 

 ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA 
 

County Board Agenda Item 
Meeting of October 18, 2008 

 
 

 
 
 
DATE:  September 19, 2008  
 
SUBJECT:  Approve the Award of a Contract to Martin and Gass, Inc. for the Construction of 
the Gravity Three Water Supply Main and the Washington Boulevard Bike Trail- Phase I 
project, Contract No. 411-08 
 
C. M. RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 

1. Approve the award of Contract No.411-08 to Martin and Gass, Inc. for the 
construction of the Gravity Three Water Supply Main and the Washington Blvd. Bike 
Trail- Phase I project in an amount of $3,001,937.26; authorize an allocation of 
$300,200.00 as a contingency for change orders and increased quantities, and 
$150,100.00 in stipulated price items for a total authorization of $3,452,237.26. 

2. Authorize the Purchasing Agent to execute the contract documents, subject to review 
by the County Attorney. 

 
ISSUE: County Board approval is needed to advance the project to construction. No issues have 
been identified. 
 
SUMMARY:   The contract will construct an important upgrade to enhance the performance and 
reliability of the County’s water distribution system, providing significant benefit particularly to 
the southern portion of the County. Staff will also use this construction opportunity to build the 
first phase of an important bicycle project to link the northern and southern section of the County 
in the vicinity of the water main work. 
 
BACKGROUND:   
 

I. Gravity Three Water Supply Main Project: 
 
The Arlington County 1992 Water System Master Plan identified the need for the County to 
install a new water main to improve the capabilities of County water distribution systems in the 
Gravity Two Pressure Zone and in the adjacent Gravity Three Pressure Zone. The project will 
provide additional capacity to meet the water supply and fire flow demands of the Gravity Two 
Pressure Zone that serves the Columbia Pike Corridor and Fairlington area and increased 
demand expected in the Gravity Three Pressure Zone (which includes the Crystal City and 



Pentagon City areas). In addition, this project will provide the needed redundancy to help ensure 
water supply is maintained in the event of a major water main break in the Gravity Two and 
Three Pressure Zones. 
 
The total length of the proposed 20- inch diameter water main for this project is approximately 
8,600 linear feet. The alignment of the water main follows the route described below and is also 
shown on the attached map below: 
 

• Connect to the existing 30” water main at the intersection of N. Irving St. and 2nd Rd. 
N. 

 
• 2nd Rd. N. eastward to N. Highland St. 

 
• South along N. Highland St. across Arlington Boulevard (Route #50) to the bike trail. 

 
• East along the south side of Route #50 following the existing trail and the service 

road to 1st St. S. 
 

• Along 1st St. S. southward, then south along the west side of Washington Boulevard 
(State Route #27) to the existing 20-inch diameter water main at the intersection of 
Columbia Pike and S. Quinn St. 

 
II.       Washington Boulevard Bike Trail  

 
Construction of a trail along Washington Boulevard connecting Arlington Boulevard and 
Columbia Pike was identified as a priority project in the 1994 update of the Arlington Bicycle 
Transportation Plan.  This trail connection is viewed as an important addition to Arlington’s 
bikeway network and will provide a key north-south connection in eastern Arlington.  As current 
funding is not sufficient to build the entire bike trail, the project will be divided into two phases.  
Phase I consists of construction of the trail from Arlington Boulevard to just south of Walter 
Reed Drive, a distance of approximately 1,200 feet.  The trail will be ten-feet (10’) in width and 
have an asphalt surface.  The Phase I trail will provide a link from the Lyon Park neighborhood 
under Arlington Boulevard and to the intersection of Walter Reed Drive and Washington 
Boulevard.   
 
Phase II of the trail, which is currently under design, will continue the trail south to Columbia 
Pike and will link to bicycle lanes planned to be marked on Columbia Pike.  Ultimately the new 
bikeways will create an enhanced cycling route between the Pentagon and Pentagon City with 
the Clarendon and Court House areas. 
 
DISCUSSION: It was decided to build the Gravity Three Water Supply Main and Washington 
Boulevard Bike Trail Phase I projects together as a single contract to minimize land disturbance 
and tree loss due to construction. Construction of the Gravity Three Water Supply Main and 
Washington Boulevard Bike Trail Phase I together by the same contractor is also expected to be 
more economical as it reduces some anticipated expenses for mobilization, clearing, excavation 
and restoration. 
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Prior to the start of construction, the Department of Environmental Services will issue a press 
release regarding this project and also notify all the affected residents along the project frontage. 
As the construction progresses, periodic traffic restrictions may be required upon roadways in the 
vicinity of the active construction zone.  
 
Bid Information:  The Purchasing agent received the following responsive bids on September 
30, 2008. 
 
               Bidder                                                                            Bid Amount 
 

1. Martin and Gass, Inc.                                                         $3,001,937.26 
2. R.L.Rider and Co.                                                              $3,079,730.00 
3. Total Engineering, Inc.                                                      $3,088,104.32 
4. William B. Hopke Co., Inc.                                               $3,325,776.05 
5. Corinthian Contractors, Inc.                                              $3,402,552.00 
6. Jeffrey Stack, Inc.                                                              $3,669,172.00 
7. Sagres Construction, Co.                                                   $4,215,892.00 
8. Ross Contracting, Inc.                                                        $4,266,910.00 
9. Corman Construction, Inc.                                                 $4,290,571.40 
10. Anchor Construction, Co.                                                  $4,521,345.00 
11. Fort Myer Construction                                                     $4,984,481.70. 
12. Rustler Construction, Inc.                                                  $6,104,359.20 

 
Martin and Gass, Inc. submitted the lowest responsive bid and was determined to be a 
responsible bidder. Therefore, it is recommended that a contract be awarded to  
Martin and Gass, Inc. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  The Gravity Three Water Supply Main project was approved in the Utility 
Construction Fund. Funding totaling $ 3,500,000.00 is available to finance construction of this 
project in the following accounts: 
 
$1,409,676, account 525.43543.WI67.W00 
GO Bonds approved in 2000, issued in 2001, Series Part 1 

 
$36,050, account 525.43543.WI67.W14 
 GO Bonds approved in 1994, issued in 1999, Series Part 3 
 
$2,054,274, account 519.43543.WI67.0339 
 
The Washington Boulevard Bike Trail Phase- I project was approved in the Street and Highway 
Bond. Funding in the amount of $ 305,000.00 is available to finance construction of this project 
in the account 314.43520.BKA.SJD.                                   
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                                           Vicinity Map (Contract No. 411-08) 
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