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County Board Agenda Item  
Meeting of October 18, 2008 

 
 
DATE:  October 18, 2008 
 
SUBJECT:  Approval of a Standard Project Administration Agreement between the County 
Board and the Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) for the 
Development and Administration of Rosslyn Circle Improvements Phases 1 & 2 
 
C. M. RECOMMENDATION:   

1.   Approve the Standard Project Administration Agreement between the County Board 
of Arlington, Virginia and the Commonwealth of Virginia, Department of 
Transportation (VDOT) for Rosslyn Circle Improvements Phases 1 & 2 and authorize 
the County Manager on behalf of the County Board to execute the Agreement, subject 
to approval of the Agreement as to form by the County Attorney. 

 
2. Approve and Appropriate $800,000 in Regional Surface Transportation Program 

(RSTP) funds to the Department of Environmental Services Capital Account.  
 
ISSUES:  Arlington County has been awarded $800,000 of RSTP funds with a State match of 
$200,000 for the Rosslyn Circle Improvements Phases 1 & 2.  Timely execution of the Standard 
Project Agreement will enable the County to proceed with implementation of this priority 
project.     
 
SUMMARY:   This is a request for approval of an Agreement for the development and 
administration of an RSTP-funded transportation project intended to improve multimodal safety 
and mobility and provide improved amenities for pedestrians and bicyclists in the County.  The 
County has been awarded $800,000 of RSTP funds with a State match of $200,000 for the 
Rosslyn Circle Improvements Phases 1 and 2.  No County funds are required for this project. The 
project consists of curb and gutter, trail, sidewalk and intersection improvements along the 
Custis Trail and in Rosslyn Circle adjacent to westbound Lee Highway between N. Oak Street 
and N. Lynn Street.  This project is planned to proceed concurrently with and be completed at 
the same time as the Rosslyn Esplanade project along N. Lynn Street. 
  
BACKGROUND: A site plan for the Waterview development was approved by the County 
Board in which the site plan included funding for improvements to the intersection of 19th Street 
N. and N. Kent Street (now complete except for the installation of a new traffic signal) and N. 
Lynn Street.  Concern about Custis Trail safety led to the Rosslyn Circle Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Study.  Staff has been working with the Rosslyn Renaissance on the design of streetscape 
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improvements for N. Lynn Street.  That plan and proposals for Custis Trail converge at N. Lynn 
Street and westbound Lee Highway (northeast corner).    
 
DISCUSSION:  Attached is the Standard Project Agreement for the Rosslyn Circle 
Improvements Phases 1 & 2.  This project consists of curb and gutter, trail, sidewalk and 
intersection improvements along the Custis Trail and in Rosslyn Circle adjacent to westbound 
(WB) Lee Highway between N. Oak Street and N. Lynn Street.  This project is planned to 
proceed concurrently with and be completed at approximately the same time as the Rosslyn 
Esplanade project along N. Lynn Street.  The proposed improvements are located within VDOT 
right of way and Arlington County right of way.  No additional land or easement area is 
necessary to implement the project.  The design and construction will be managed by Arlington 
County as the local project administrator working with VDOT to secure design approvals.  The 
following are detailed descriptions of each phase.   
 

Phase 1)  N. Lynn Street Intersection at WB Lee Highway and WB I-66 Exit Ramp: 
Work includes modified intersection geometrics, new traffic signals, pavement striping, 
signage, sidewalk modifications, new streetlights and relocation of poles and signal 
boxes.   The design will include a curb extension option for the NW corner of the 
intersection.  This intersection design focuses on Custis Trail access crossing the 
intersection.  Improvements to the Custis Trail and I-66 exit ramp include modifications 
to an existing retaining wall to widen the trail and changes to the existing fence and 
barrier between the ramp and trail to improve sight distance.  The engineering design will 
also accommodate improvements based on the Rosslyn Circle Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Safety Study. 
 
Phase 2)  Custis Trail Improvement from N. Oak Street to N. Lynn Street:  Work 
includes realignment and modification of the existing trail, and modifications at the trail 
intersections with N. Oak Street, two Marriot Hotel drive entrances and Fort Myer Drive.  
Trail modifications include widening the trail surface and increasing the trail separation 
from WB Lee Highway.  Intersections modifications include curb extensions, wider curb 
ramps and radius modifications.  Street lights, landscaping and signal improvements will 
also be included in the project.  All improvements will be based on the recommendations 
of the Rosslyn Circle Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety Study. 

 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  Funding was authorized for reimbursement in the amount of $800,000 of 
Federal RSTP funds with a State match of $200,0000.  A total of $1,000,000 in approved 
allocation is available for the project.  The expenditure account for this project is fund 313, cost 
center 43513 and project DxxS.  $48,000 is the estimated VDOT project administration expense.  
The remaining funds will be reimbursed to the County by VDOT as expenditures are paid 
totaling $952,000 as per the project agreement. 
 

Rosslyn Circle Improvements Phases 1 & 2 
 
Federal RSTP Funds      $   800,000 
State Matching Funds               $   200,000  
VDOT Project Administration    $    -48,000 
TOTAL       $     952,000 
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Rosslyn Circle Improvements Phase I &II 
VDOT UPC #70762   
Arlington County Project # PW23 
 
 
Location Map     
 

 

N. Lynn Street Esplanade Project 
(Not part of funding package) 

Rosslyn Circle 
Improvements Phase II

Rosslyn Circle 
Improvements Phase I

 
NTS Arlington County, VA 

    North Latitude 38° 53' 47" 
Longitude:  77° 4' 10" 
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