
  
 

 

County Manager:   ##### 
 

County Attorney:   ***** 
 
Staff:  Kevin Connolly, DES, Real Estate Bureau 

 ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA 
 
 

County Board Agenda Item 
Meeting of November 17, 2012 

 
 
 
 
 
DATE:  October 22, 2012 
 
SUBJECT:  Approval of a Right of Way (Easement) Agreement among the County Board, 
Acting as the Arlington Health Center Commission, the Medical Facilities of America XI (II), 
Limited Partnership (“MFA”), and Virginia Electric Power Company ("DVP") for the 
Installation and Maintenance of Electric Distribution Facilities, and Authorization to Execute and 
Accept Documents(s) by which DVP will Vacate, Quitclaim or Extinguish an Existing 
Easement, on Arlington Health Center Commission-owned Property, known as Cherrydale 
Nursing Home, 3710 Lee Highway, Arlington, Virginia (RPC No. 06-027-051). 
 
C. M. RECOMMENDATION:   
 

1. Approve the attached Right of Way (Easement) Agreement (“Agreement”) among 
the Arlington Health Center Commission, MFA and Virginia Electric Power 
Company (“DVP”) for the installation and maintenance of electric distribution 
facilities on Arlington Health Center Commission-owned property at 3710 Lee 
Highway, Virginia (RPC No. 06-027-051)(“Cherrydale Nursing Home”). 
 

2. Authorize the Real Estate Bureau Chief, Department of Environmental Services, or 
his designee, to execute the Agreement and any related documents, and to execute 
and accept, on behalf of the Arlington Health Center Commission, document(s) by 
which DVP will vacate, quitclaim or extinguish an existing DVP easement on the 
Cherrydale Nursing Home property, subject to approval as to form of the 
Agreement and all such related documents by the County Attorney.  

 
ISSUES:  Approval by the County Board, acting as the Arlington Health Center Commission 
and execution of the Agreement (Attachment 1) is necessary to allow DVP, to use a portion of 
the Cherrydale Nursing Home property, to install and maintain certain existing and proposed 
underground electric distribution lines.  No issues have been identified in relation to this request.   
 
SUMMARY:  The Department of Environmental Services is relocating underground, certain 
electrical facilities, along a portion of Lee Highway, in the Cherrydale neighborhood.  
Construction of some of the planned Project improvements will require the undergrounding of 
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electrical facilities, across a portion of the Cherrydale Nursing Home property, located at 3710 
Lee Highway (“Cherrydale Nursing Home”).  The Cherrydale Nursing Home is a health and 
rehabilitation facility located on Arlington Health Center Commission land, which land is owned 
by the Arlington Health Center Commission and previously ground leased to MFA, under an 
Indenture of Lease, dated August 13, 1976 as amended, for the operation of the facility.   
 
The Arlington Health Center Commission was created in 1973 by the County Board to, among 
other things, oversee all land-related and property management functions that have and will 
come under the purview of the AHCC, including the lease agreement with MFA at the 
Cherrydale Nursing Home.  In 2005, the County Board members were appointed as the 
Arlington Health Center Commission.  Thus, acting as the Arlington Health Center Commission, 
the County Board is being requested to approve the Agreement to allow DVP to use a portion of 
the Cherrydale Nursing Home property, to install and maintain certain existing and proposed 
underground electric distribution lines.   
 
The Project undergrounding work began in 2012, and the undergrounding work at the Cherrydale 
Nursing Home, is expected to begin early in 2013.  DVP already has underground electric 
facilities located beneath portions of the Cherrydale Nursing Home property. Some of DVP’s 
underground electric facilities, located under the Cherrydale Nursing Home property, are located 
within an area of an existing easement.  Some of DVP’s existing underground electric facilities 
are located outside of their existing easement.  The existing easement area is spatially inadequate 
for all of the existing and planned underground electric facilities that are proposed to be located 
on the Cherrydale Nursing Home property.  To complete the undergrounding work, DVP 
requires that the County Board, acting as the governing body of the Arlington Health Center 
Commission, and MFA, convey the Easement to DVP, granting DVP the right to install and 
maintain its electric distribution line and appurtenant facilities beneath a portion of the 
Cherrydale Nursing Home property.   
 
BACKGROUND:  The Department of Environmental Services has designed, and is 
constructing, a project for the undergrounding of certain electrical facilities in Cherrydale, along 
a portion of Lee Highway.  The project plans call for the construction of underground electrical 
duct bank and subsequent removal of the existing overhead cables and utility poles along Lee 
Highway between North Oakland Street and North Quincy Street (“Project”).  The new 
underground electrical cables will tie-in to the existing overhead system on North Quebec Street 
and on Lee Highway west of North Quebec Street.  The Project is currently under construction, 
and it is estimated that the project will be completed by Dominion Virginia Power in November 
2013.  As part of the Project improvements, certain electrical facilities and related equipment 
have been planned for the Cherrydale Nursing Home, within the area of the proposed Easement, 
shown on the vicinity maps attached hereto as Attachment 2.  DVP has an existing easement 
across a portion of the Cherrydale Nursing Home property, within the vicinity of the proposed 
work.  The area of the existing easement is shown on the plat attached hereto as Attachment 3.   
 
The area of the existing easement is spatially insufficient for the electrical improvements that are 
to be located on the Cherrydale Nursing Home property, as part of the Project.  To facilitate the 
construction of the project as designed DVP requires a new easement with a larger spatial area.  
The new easement Agreement has been approved by MFA and needs to be approved by the 
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Arlington Health Center Commission to be effective.  Approval of the attached Agreement, will 
grant DVP the right to install and maintain one or more electric distribution lines and 
appurtenance facilities beneath a One Thousand Nine Hundred Sixty (1,960) square foot portion 
of the Cherrydale Nursing Home property.  The physical area of the Easement, to be granted to 
DVP at the Cherrydale Nursing Home, is depicted on the plat that is attached to the Agreement, 
which plat is entitled “Plat Showing Dominion Virginia Power Easement on Lot 1, H.D. 
Donaldson Subdivision, D.B. 117, PG. 166, Arlington County, Virginia”, dated June 18, and 
prepared by the County Surveyor. 
 
 
DISCUSSION:  The terms of the Agreement were negotiated between County staff, and DVP, 
and has been approved by MFA.  The Agreement provides the conditions for the proposed 
installation, maintenance and operation of DVP’s underground facilities.  DVP has also agreed to 
provide documents(s) that, upon recordation in land records, will vacate, quitclaim or extinguish 
the existing easement on the Cherrydale Nursing Home property that were granted to DVP for 
the existing underground electric distribution line, which easement will no longer be needed after 
the installation of DVP’s new distribution lines.  Because the undergrounding work is required 
by the County for the construction of the Project, the County will pay the cost of such work.   
 
Once the Agreement is approved by, and executed on behalf of, the County Board, acting as the 
Arlington Health Center Commission, and MFA, DVP will begin to relocate, operate and 
maintain DVP’s underground facilities at the Cherrydale Nursing Home property, consistent with 
the terms of the Agreement.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  There will be no fiscal impact to the Arlington Health Center Commission 
for the conveyance of the Easement.  The Easement is being granted to DVP for the nominal 
consideration of One Dollar ($1.00). 
  
CONCLUSION: Staff recommends that the County Board, acting as the Arlington Health 
Center Commission accept the County Manager’s recommendation to approve the attached 
Agreement, and authorize the Real Estate Bureau Chief, department of Environmental Services, 
or his designee, to execute the Agreement and any related documents, and to execute and accept, 
on behalf of the Arlington Health Center Commission, document(s) by which DVP will vacate, 
quitclaim or extinguish an existing DVP easement on the Cherrydale Nursing Home property, 
subject to approval as to form of the Agreement and all such related documents by the County 
Attorney.  
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